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This circular is to provide further information on the National Perinatal Depression Initiative funding under ATAPS in a question and answer format.
1. Is the funding formula used for service delivery funds based on birth rates in hospitals or residential address of the woman?
The most relevant and robust approach has been taken to the distribution of the funding.  The births data are from 2007 - the most recently released data from the ABS.  The ABS data are based on place of usual residence of the mother.  The relative access to Better Access was calculated based on uptake of allied mental health MBS items.

2. Are Divisions expected to fully expend the $10,000 linkage fund before the end of June 2009?
Divisions are not required to fully expend the funds this financial year.  It would be expected however that activities would commence immediately (particularly where perinatal depression services are already taking place) and that all funds (both for linkages and service delivery) would be expended by 31 December 2009.
3.
Will the funding and reporting be absorbed into the general ATAPS agreements with no separate accountability; i.e. will divisions need to provide a separate business plan for the $10,000 linkage funding?

All reporting – both financial and progress reporting – will form part of overarching ATAPS project reporting.  Divisions will not be required to submit a separate business plan for the $10 000 linkage funding.  There will be no specific additional reporting requirements for the National Perinatal Depression Initiative other than contributing data on perinatal depression to the ATAPS national minimum data set (MDS).
4.
Where should information on perinatal depression be included on the MDS?

 ‘Perinatal depression’ has been added to the Referral Type filed on the MDS and has been available for use by Divisions since 30 January 2009.  As advised previously, the Edinburgh Postnatal Depression Scale is available on the MDS measures list and will need to be activated by each Division.
5.
What are the requirements for service delivery for perinatal depression?

All service delivery for perinatal depression, through ATAPS, must be within the ATAPS guidelines e.g. a GP referral, a patient who has been diagnosed as having a mental health disorder, number of sessions to be delivered within the calendar year.

6.
When will revised funding agreements be sent to Divisions?

Deeds of Variation are currently being drafted and are expected to be distributed to Divisions in mid to late February 2009.

7. When will the 2008-09 funding for perinatal depression be available to Divisions?
Divisions will receive this funding in two payments – on execution of the funding agreement and on 15 April 2009 – subject to acceptance of their Six Month Report for 1 July - 31 December 2008.
8.
What will happen with funding after December 2009?
As you are aware, a review of ATAPS is currently underway.  This is intended to enhance and refocus the scope of ATAPS projects to better complement fee-for-service programs and to address service gaps for people in rural and remote areas and population groups including Indigenous communities and homeless populations.  We expect outcomes of the review to be known by April 2009 with recommendations implemented in January 2010.
Should you have any further questions or queries, please contact Kerry Byrne on (02) 6289 8822 or email kerry.byrne@health.gov.au
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