
ILLAWARRA ABORIGINAL 

MEDICAL SERVICE 

Wollongong 

150 Church Street 

Dapto 

130 Princes Highway 



 1983 – Origins of the IAMS begin in a 
small tent at Coomaditchie. Service 
operates with one doctor one day per 
week servicing local Aboriginal 
community. 

 

 1984 – IAMS becomes incorporated. 
IAMS now eligible to apply for funding 
and service moves to a small house in 
Church Street Wollongong. 
 



 

 

New premises built in 1998 at 150 Church Street, 
Wollongong at a cost of $1.8 million 

 

Additional premises set up at Dapto in 2005 

 

Top Floor extension on Wollongong Premises in 
2008 

 

Both premises now providing medical services to 
the Aboriginal Community 



 IAMS is a community 

controlled organisation 

governed by a Board of 

Directors who are annually 

elected from the Aboriginal 

Community. Membership 

boundaries extend from 

Helensburgh to Gerroa and 

eligibility is Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander 

people over 18 years of 

age. 



 

 

Funding for the IAMS is 

70%Commonwealth (OATSIH) 

 

 and 25% State Funded (NSW Health) 

 

5% Dept of Community Services  

 

Income also generated through Medicare  

(Bulk Billing) 







35 Staff Members 

 

Admin  Health  Dental  Community Services 
CEO   HST Manager Dental Manager CST Manager 

Deputy CEO  GPs (3)  Dentist  Substance Abuse Team (2) 

Receptionists (2) GP Registrars (2) Dental Therapist Psychologist/Counsellor  

Executive Assistant (2) RNs (4)  Dental Trainees (2) Crisis/Welfare Worker 

Transport Officers (3) Aboriginal Health   Family Support Worker 

Quality Improvement    Workers (3)  

   Co-ordinator Sexual Health Worker 

 

Visiting Allied Health Staff 

Podiatrist      Optometrist     Dietician    Massage Therapist    Speech Therapist  

 Diabetes Educator    Endocrinologist   Audiologist   Physiotherapist   Midwife 

 

Students 

Medical Students (1) 

   

  



 

 

 

AGPAL ACCREDITED 

Wollongong 2009  

Dapto 2010 

 

 

QMS ACCREDITATION (for both sites) 
Currently being Accredited under QIC Standards  

June 2011 Review 



Demographics 

87% 

13% 

TOTAL ACTIVE POPULATION - 3203 

TOTAL INDIGENOUS ACTIVE POPULATION - 2772

TOTAL NON-INDIGENOUS ACTIVE POPULATION - 431



PROGRAMS 



Children’s Health Check 0-5 Years 

Children’s Health Check Primary 6-12 Years 
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Men’s Healthy Weight Loss Program  

(with Area Health Service) 
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Chronic Disease Management 

    



 





EVENTS 

  



NAIDOC DAY 



SORRY DAY 



IAMS STAFF 



Contact Details  

Chris O’Brien  

Health Services  Manager – Illawarra Aboriginal Medical Service  

02 4229 9495 

0409 988 836 

cobrien@illawarraams.com.au 

Carolynne Leon 

Close The Gap Coordinator - Illawarra Aboriginal Medical Service 

02 4229 9495 

0408 694 013 

cleon@illawarraams.com.au 
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