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What is HL7 LOINC? 
HL7 LOINC (Health Level 7, Logical Observation Identifiers Names and Codes) is a communication specification enabling healthcare applications to share clinical data with each other. 
Why do I need HL7 LOINC? 
Previously when you downloaded a result from your pathology company it arrived as a PIT file. This file is “static” data, meaning the software has no other option but to display the result as it’s received. This does not allow for any manipulation or interpretation of the information. When a HL7 LOINC result is downloaded this data is “dynamic”, giving the software the ability to grab particular information and populate corresponding fields in the patient health record.  
Many, but not all pathology results will be automatically populated. Pap smear data will not automatically populate – it must be entered manually. This is because the Pap smear data is complex, and not a simple number value.
FYI
· HL7 alone will not drop results into registers as pathology companies ‘wrap’ the LOINC tag in the HL7 but some don’t. 

· PIT (Pathology Internet Protocol) format will not drop into registers

· HL7 LOINC Format cannot be used as default format at this stage because, unlike PIT, not all clinical software accepts it – e.g. Shexie

How do I get pathology results in HL7 LOINC?
Contact all your pathology and radiology service providers and request that your practice receive HL7 downloads. It is also advised that you contact your software manufacturer or IT administrator to confirm compatibility and setup (if any) with your clinical software package.
If you are receiving paper-based pathology, you can continue to do so at the same time as receiving the results in HL7 LOINC – perhaps you could give the paper based results to the patient.
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